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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The |Illinois Departnent of Publ i c Heal t h
collects a wde variety of health surveillance data for
Illinois citizens and stores these dat a in numer ous

dat abases; and

WHEREAS, The Illinois Departnment of Public Health is
mandated to provide to the General Assenbly reports on data

froma nunber of these health surveillance systens; and

WHEREAS, The statutorily required reports provided to the
General Assenbly from the Illinois Departnment of Public

Heal th maybe highly technical; and

WHEREAS, The nmandated reports t hat t he I11inois
Department of Public Health provides the General Assenbly
have subject matter dictated by statute and not necessarily

by energing public health concerns; and

WHEREAS, The I[I'linois Departnment of Public Health
provides information to a wde spectrum of groups and

i ndi viduals, each with different informtion needs; and

VWHEREAS, Publ i c heal t h researchers may utilize
information fromthese databases to perform anal yses that may
i nprove our know edge of good public health practices in

[Ilinois; and

VWHEREAS, The Illinois GCeneral Assenbly and advocacy
groups needs to have summaries of health surveillance and
research findings publicized in order to consider and
prioritize policy recommendations intended to inprove public

heal t h; and

VWHEREAS, Illinois citizens require these sumaries to be
publicized in non-technical |anguage in order to t ake

personal action to inprove their health; therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, THE
SENATE CONCURRING HEREIN, that the Illinois Departnent of
Public Health shall convene a working group consisting of
public health officials fromthe Departnent, several Illinois
counties and the Gty of Chicago, public health researchers,
and | eaders of public health advocacy groups to review the
current Departnment reports and systens of reporting and
identify optimal nmeans of providing information to the
variety of groups and individuals that rely onit; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That the Departnent shall provide a report to
the General Assenbly summarizing the activities of the
wor ki ng group and shall provide recomendati ons for inproving
the flow of infornmation between the Departnment and the groups

and individuals relying on its data.
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